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SARVATRA SARVOTTAM 
SURAKSHA: 
NATIONAL SECURITY GUARD 


The NSG its attempting to transform itself into a technologically advanced 
force with technically educated troops, capable of handling cutting-edge 





technology. 


artition of the 
subcontinent 

into India and 
Pakistan, in 1947, 
laid the foundation 





of terrorism in 


India. Partition triggered riots, 
mass killings and the migration 

of people in millions. The 
subcontinent witnessed the largest 
forced migration in the history of 
the world followed by the most 


horrifying stories on 14th and 
15th August, 1947. It left a deep 
scar on the heart and souls of 
both countries. Pakistan claimed 
the independent and princely 
state of Jammu & Kashmir to be 





NSG Commandos. 
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a Muslim majority state and only 


after two months of independence, 


Pakistan started launching tribal 
militants in Jammu and Kashmir 
to capture this, leading to the 
Indo-Pakistan War of 1947-48. 


The indecisive result of the war 
affected the geopolitics of both 
countries. This territorial dispute 
gave birth to terrorism in India 
since then until date India has 
experienced almost all forms of 
terrorist attacks from kidnapping 





people, hijacking and blowing 
up planes to militant attacks at 
parliament, religious and other 
important places. 


Due to porous borders with all 

of its neighbours and a lengthy 
coastline, India remains extremely 
vulnerable to foreign terrorists. 

As a result, terrorists and rebels 
continue to obtain material and 
financial assistance - the primary 
drivers of terrorism - from a 
variety of sources. 


The NSG’s commandos hove to go 
through one of the most rigorous 
ey programmes in the world 





NSG commandos engaged in mud crawl training. 
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The writer is a graduate from 
the City of Lakes, Nainital and 
postgraduate from Jiwaji University, 
Gwalior. ls an educationist and 
academic writer for the last 20 
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positive attitude are her Mantra for 
success. 











To protect the country from 
internal and external threats and 
ongoing terrorist activities, along 
with a strong army and border 
forces, powerful intelligence 
agencies also became the need of 
an hour. To enhance the security 
of the nation, several agencies 
were formed and given special 
training to encounter internal and 
external security threats. These 
agencies such as Intelligence 
Bureau (IB), Research and Analysis 
Wing (R&AW), National Crime 
Record Bureau (NCRB), Defence 
Intelligence Agency (DIA) etc. work 


* ot in close collaboration with each 
other. Among the glorious names of 
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these big security units outshines 
a name called National Security 
Guard (NSG). 


National Security Guard 
(NSG) 

National Security Guard is a Zero 
Error force formed to deal with any 
type of hostage situation or a terror 
strike. It was established after 
studying and analysing special 
forces from the British Army 
(Special Air Service), Germany’s 
Border Guard Group 9, Israel’s 
Sayeret Matkal, and the United 
States’ Delta Force. There is a 
deadly combination of soldiers from 
the Indian Army and the Central 
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Armed Police Forces in NSG. It 

is one of the world’s best-trained 
and equipped teams, capable of 
dealing with any crisis. It recruits 
the best and fittest officers after 

a series of rigorous training and 
testing. The total strength of NSG 
is about 14,500. They work in Hits; 
the combat units, which comprise 
five members or four hits. The 
number of hits depends on its 
complexity and the magnitude of 
the operation. 


The motto of NSG is Sarvatra 
Sarvottam Suraksha that means 
‘Omnipresent, Omnipotent Defence’. 
The character of NSG is to pursue 


The motto of NSG is Sarvatra 
Sarvottiam Suraksha that means 


‘“Omnipresent, Omnipotent 





Defence’. 





NSG, 51 SAG (special action group), CQB training at NSG base at Manesar, India. 
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for excellence, lead from the front, 
absolutely no errors, precision, 
speed, surprise and covertness. 
They withdraw immediately as soon 
as their task is over. 


The Special Action Group (SAG), 
which consists of army personnel, 
and the Special Ranger Group 
(SRG), which consists of personnel 
recruited from the Central Armed 
Police Forces and State Police 
Forces, are the two essentials of 
the task-oriented force. 


The NSG also has a National 
Bomb Data Centre, which keeps a 
centralised database of bombings 
recorded in India and around the 
world. All terrorist bombing actions 
are collected, collated, analysed, 
and evaluated by the NBDC, 
which then disseminates pertinent 
information to appropriate law 
enforcement organisations. The 
NSG’s Black Cat commandos 
protect only a few VVIPs, such as 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
and Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath. NSG commandos 
are called Black Cats because 

of their black outfit, balaclavas 

or helmets; they wear black cat 
insignia on their uniform. 


The NSG is divided into four 
eroups: 


1. The Special Action Group, 
which is made up of 
commandos and officers from 
the Indian Army and CAPFs, is 
in charge of counter-terrorism 
and counter-insurgency 
operations. 


2. The Special Ranger Group, 
a counter-terrorist squad that 
works alongside the SAG. 


3. Special Composite Group, 
which is led by a group 
commander from the Indian 
Army and oversees regional 
hubs. 





Operation Blue Star. 


4. The Electronic Support 
Group, provides technical 
and electronic assistance. 
The hub also houses a Bomb 
Data Centre, which collects 
and analyses information 
on bombs, IEDs, and other 
explosive devices in order to 
generate reports that can be 
used by other law enforcement 
organisations. 


Establishment of NSG 
Operation Blue Star: The NSG 
was established after an analysis 
of Operation Blue Star under the 
National Security Guard Act of 
1986. During the Operation Blue 
Star, the Indian Army dislodged 
Sikh terrorists who had taken 
control of the Golden Temple. 
The operation emphasised the 
necessity for a more efficient force 


YEARS OF 


The NSG was established atter an 
analysis of Operation Blue Star 
under the National Security Guard Act of 


specialising in counter-terrorist 
operations, hence was born NSG. 
The headquarter of NSG is in 
New Delhi. It functions under the 
umbrella of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs and is commanded by the 
Director-General of the Indian 
Police Service (IPS). The current 
head of the National Security 
Guard is Shri M A Ganapathy. 


Training 
The NSG’s commandos have to go 
through one of the most rigorous 


training programmes in the world. 
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1986 


NSG claims that in reality out of 
100, barely 15-20 jawans are able 
to complete all sessions. Every 
commando must undergo rigorous 
physical training divided into 
numerous elements throughout the 
course of 14 months of instruction. 
After completing basic training, 

the commandos go to advanced 
training, which lasts nine months. 


A commando’s training prepares 
them to deal with terrorism, 
house invasions and underwater 
operations. Once that is done, 


EXCELLENCE 
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the next stepping-stone is the 
probationary period, where about 
50-70% of the recruits drop out, 
owing to tough competition and are 
permitted to participate in further 
training with global high-skilled 
forces. The physical fitness training 
comprises 26 elements such as: 


e bomb-disposal skills 

e handling the latest weapons 
¢ combat with no weapon 

e camouflage 


e parkour and Pekiti-Tirsia Kali, 
a form of martial arts from 
Philippines. 


e intelligence gathering 
e shooting skills 
e night operations 


e dark room operations 


Incredible Facts about 

NSG 

e The NSG Commandos are taught 
to take headshots only, and 


eeigeweeheteyee BLACK CAT 


two at a time! The double-tap 
approach ensures that the target 
is properly neutralised. 


They are also subjected 
to a warfare inoculation 
programme in which they 


perform an unfathomable act. 


They must stand directly next 
to the target while one of their 
teammates shoots at it. Not only 
that, but they don’t even put on 
the kavach, or bullet-proof vest 


during this drill. 


When it comes to shooting the 
target, they are compelled to 


be so accurate! 


e NSG Commandos fire more 
rounds in a week at “alert 
status” than they do in their 


entire army career. 


° Over the course of two 
months, a commando fires 
about 14,000 rounds (alert). 


Stories Of Valour 


Most of NSG’s operations remain 
classified and their deployments 
are usually not made public. Some 
of the NSG’s known operations 


include: 


1. Operation Black Thunder, 
Golden Temple, Amritsar 
(Punjab) 


The NSG Commandos are taught to 
take headshots only, and two at a 





NSG Training Centre. 


=. 
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Operation Black Thunder-I 


e In April 1986, the National 
Security Guard carried out 
an operation to clear out 
extremists and terrorists from 
the Golden Temple Complex in 
Amritsar. 


e The operation was codenamed 
“Operation Black Thunder” 
because of the precision 
and speed with which it was 
carried out. 


e The operation began on the 
night of 30 April 1986, and 
lasted until the early hours of 
Ol May 1986. 


e The entire operation was 
carried out barefooted, 
with troops covering their 
heads, and no one entered 
the temple, preserving the 
holiness of the Golden 
Temple. 


e During the procedure, no 
collateral harm occurred. 


e The forces detained 122 
suspects with no casualties 
among their own men. 


Operation Black Thunder-II 


e The second phase of the 
operation, codenamed 
Operation Black Thunder II, 
was carried out from 10 May 
to 19 May 1988, with the 
same goals as Operation Black 
Thunder-lI. 


e The National Security Guard 
was activated in the early 
hours of 11 May 1988. 


° Terrorists at vantage spots 
were successfully neutralised 
by the snipers. 


° On 13 May, an interim 
cease-fire was declared to 
allow terrorists to surrender. 


—" = 


Abject Surrender: Terrorists coming out of the Golden Temple, Amritsar, during Operation Black 


Thunder-ll. 
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The enfire operation was carried out 
barefooted, with troops covering their 
heads, and no one entered the temple, 

preserving the holiness of the 


e The operation was restarted 
on 14 May and lasted until 
19 May, 1988. 


e 146 extremists surrendered 


during the entire operation 
as a result of the National 
Security Guard’s unwavering 
and dedicated efforts. 


2. Punjab Operation Cloud Burst, 
Punjab 


e To aid civil administration and 


counter growing terrorism, 

in June 1990, the Indian 
Government decided to station 
National Security Guard in 
Punjab’s border districts. 


e From 20 June until 


11 November 1990, the 
National Security Guard 
Task Force was stationed in 
Punjab. 
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Golden Temple. 


The mission was codenamed 
‘Operation Cloud Burst.’ 


The action aided boost 
the morale of the local 
security forces and civil 
administration. 


Terrorist actions declined 
dramatically with the 
establishment of the National 
Security Guard, and public 
trust in local governments 
was restored. 


During the five-month 
period, the National Security 
Guard had seven incidents 
with terrorists, in which 16 
terrorists were killed anda 
large number of weapons and 
ammunition was recovered. 


The National Security Guard 
suffered no fatalities. 
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Terror attack on Akshardham ine in 2002 had killed 32 people. 


NSG commandos are called Black Cats 
because of their black outfit, balaclavas 
or helmets; they wear black cat insignia 
on their uniform. 


3. Operation Gandhinagar, Vajra resulted in the deaths of 30 
Shakti (Gujarat) eiviane. 
e Two armed terrorists entered ‘ 
the Akshardham Temple in 
Gandhi Nagar, Gujarat, on 


The National Security Guard 


Task Force was airlifted from 


24 September 2002. Delhi to Gandhinagar on 
Terrorists’ indiscriminate fire 24 September. 
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e When the Task Force arrived 
at the target location, they 
took control of the situation 
from the police and 
re-established the perimeter 
to ensure that no terrorists 
escaped. 


e The Task Force was divided 
into five small squads in order 
to conduct multiple entries 
in order to neutralise the 
terrorists. 


e The first contact with 
terrorists was made by 
mid-night. 


e However, because of the huge 
amount of space in the temple 
and the surrounding open 
areas, the attackers continued 
moving from one location to 
another. 


e Next day, on 25 September 
2002, Subedar Suresh Chand 
Yadav, in a courageous act, 
managed to close in on one of 
the terrorists and kill him in 
close combat warfare. 


° However, in this effort he 
received deadly bullet wounds 
and was martyred on the spot. 


° The second terrorist was later 
killed by another squad. 


e After handing over the issue 
to local police, the operation 
was called-off. 


e A large cache of firearms and 
ammunition was uncovered, 
and the people who were 
trapped inside the temple 
were safely evacuated. 


4. Operation Chakravyuh, 
Chhattisgarh 


° In 2006, the Central 
Government decided to deploy 
the National Security Guard 
to aid the state administration 
in combating the Naxal 





menace because the security 
situation in Chhattisgarh was 
deteriorating due to intensive 
Naxal attacks on public places 
and security forces. 


e On 16 February 2006, the 
National Security Guard 
Task Force was airlifted from 
New Delhi to Chhattisgarh 
to conduct anti-Naxal 
operations. 


e The government used the 
National Security Guard for 
the first time in anti-Naxal 
operations. 


e Operation Chakravyuh 
was the code name for the 
operation. 


e Over a 45-day period, the 
National Security Guard 
conducted a number of 
operations in which it detained 
a number of Naxals and 
collected a substantial cache of 
weaponry and ammunition. 


e The presence of the National 
Security Guard in the region 
proved to be a powerful 
motivator for State Forces to gain 
moral superiority over Naxalites. 


5. Operation Black Tornado, 
Mumbai 


¢ On 26 November 2008, a group 
of Pakistan-based terrorists 
equipped with A K Rifles, 
grenades, and IEDs carried out 
a series of terrorist attacks in 
Mumbai, including Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Terminus, Leopold 
Cafe, Hotel Taj, Hotel Trident - 
Oberoi, and Nariman House. 


e The National Security Guard 
was airlifted from New Delhi 
to Mumbai in the middle of 
the night on November 26/27. 


e During this operation eight 
hardcore terrorists were 
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NSG officers being briefed by Col Sunil Sheoran at Taj Hotel during in 26/11 attacks in Mumbai. 


Dubbed Operation Black Tornado. 2008. 


neutralised. 


: Because terrorists were 
targeting various places, 
Task Force was appropriately 
divided to engage all targets at 
the same time. 


e Troops entered from several 
entries / gates at Nariman 
House, Hotel Taj and Hotel 
Trident — Oberoi, while troops 
were held-inserted into 
Nariman House. 


e The National Security Guard 
codenamed the operation as 
Operation Black Tornado. 


e The operation was a shining 
example of the tenacity and 
commitment of National 
Security Guard forces, 
during which eight hardcore 
terrorists were neutralised. 


6. Operation Dhangu Suraksha, 
Pathankot 


° On O1 January 2016, a group 
of Pakistan-based terrorists 
attacked the Air Force Station 
in Pathankot with the goal of 
destroying the strategic assets 
stationed there as well as 
causing as many casualties as 
possible. 


e Because of the gravity of 
the situation, the National 
Security Guard was airlifted to 
Pathankot. 
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e When the National Security 
Guard arrived, it promptly took 
control of the situation and 
launched a search and destroy 
operation, deploying various 
squads to neutralise terrorists 
held up in a variety of locations. 


e Due to the dense foliage, the 
vastness of the terrain, and 
lack of cover, the operation 
was extended until late at 
night on 04 January 2016. 


° Six terrorists were neutralised 
by the National Security 
Guard during the operation. 


e The action exemplified the 
National Security Guard’s 
motto, ‘Sarvatra Sarvottam 
Suraksha.’ 


NSG 2.0 

The NSG will soon acquire cutting- 
edge, anti-drone technology and 
will train its commandos to deal 
with technology-enabled strikes. 

In the next ten years, the force will 
have more hubs in different parts 
of the country and will be stronger. 
The NSG is also attempting to 
transform itself into a more 
technologically advanced force with 
more technically educated troops 
capable of handling cutting-edge 
technology. In addition, the military 
is attempting to expand its counter- 
IED capabilities to cover chemical, 
biological, radiological, nuclear, 
and high-yield explosives. BSA 
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